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to bid them content themselves with holding that true
which mankind generally believe, and so long as they
believe it; or that which has been believed by those
who pass for the most eminent among the minds of
the past. But to a thinker the argument from other
people's opinions has little weight. It is but second-
hand evidence; and merely admonishes us to look
out for and weigh the reasons on which this con-
viction of mankind or of wise men was founded.
Accordingly, those who make any claim to philo-
sophic treatment of the subject, employ this general
consent chiefly as evidence that there is in the mind
of man an intuitive perception, or an instinctive
sense, of Deity. From the generality of the belief,
they infer that it is inherent in our constitution;
from which they draw the conclusion, a precarious
one indeed, but conformable to the general mode of
proceeding of the intuitive philosophy, that the belief
must be true; though as applied to Theism this argu-
ment begs the question, since it has itself nothing to
rest upon but the belief that the human mind was
made by a Grod, who would not deceive his creatures.
But, indeed, what ground does the general pre-
valence of the belief in Deity afford us for inferring
that this belief is native to the human mind, and
independent of evidence ? Is it then so very devoid
of evidence, even apparent? Has it so little sem-
blance of foundation in fact, that it can only be ac-